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Spain Focus Group 
 
On 14 February 2014 a focus group was convened in Lawton School, Plaza San Miguel, Gijón, 
to discuss the Dante Project and European citizenship in VET.  
 
The focus group was attended by 10 
trainers of a variety of European 
nationalities and was moderated by 
Edwin A. Lawton. 
 
The nationalities taking part were: 
5 Spanish (all with experience of 
travelling and/or living in other 
European countries) 
2 Irish 
2 British 
1 British/Finnish 
1 Portuguese 
 
Edwin A. Lawton presented the 
project and activities to date and 
invited those present to express their 
opinions on the following questions: 
 

1. What is meant by ‘European 
citizenship’? 

2. What is meant by ‘active European citizenship’? 
3. What is the place of European citizenship in VET?  
4. What social media and communication tools can be used to foster active European 

citizenship? 
 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. European citizenship 
 
It was felt in general that this question should not be approached from an idealistic 
standpoint of ‘unity in diversity’, ‘common cultural heritage’ etc., but rather from a practical 
standpoint.  
Admittedly there is a common cultural heritage in a negative sense, i.e. that Europeans are 
not Chinese or Native Americans, but doubt was expressed as regards the degree to which a 
barman in Bulgaria identifies with a policeman in Portugal, or what a fisherman in Valetta 
has in common with an accountant in Vilnius.  
Sometimes it seems that European citizenship is a concept developed without consultation 
with the citizens. 



 

It was also felt that the concept of European citizenship is in any case becoming increasingly 
clouded due to the ongoing influx of economic and political migrants and the tendency of 
many immigrants to resist integration into the societies where they live. 
Additionally most participants in the focus group were unaware that there will be elections 
in May to the European Parliament, nobody knew what MEPs represent the interests of 
Asturias, and in any case there was no clear-cut consensus regarding what purpose the 
European Parliament serves compared with the unelected European Commission.  
 

 
 
The members of the focus group felt that the idea of citizenship first of all requires 
self-awareness, in other words: Who am I? What is my role or place in my immediate 
community? Thereafter comes consideration of the person’s place in a wider society  - a 
region, country, or the EU. 
Leaving aside any star-studded flag-waving euro-enthusiasm, the members of the focus 
group agreed on the practical advantages of EU membership: 

 freedom of personal movement 
 movement of goods and services 
 opportunities for study 
 educational exchanges 
 a wider labour market 

 
2. What is meant by ‘active European citizenship’? 
Here again the participants agreed that active citizenship begins locally. At a basic level it 
means obtaining information concerning one’s rights and obligations, and then making use 
of these rights (voting in elections etc.) and fulfilling one’s obligations (taxes etc.). Beyond 
this it can refer to participation in residents’ associations, local political movements, clubs, 
NGOs, etc.  
Local, regional and national institutions undoubtedly play a role in encouraging active 
citizenship by various means. Examples that were mentioned included election campaigns, 
local initiatives such as the ‘Tarjeta Ciudadana’ (citizen’s card) in Gijón, encouragement and 
perhaps funding of citizen’s associations, and information campaigns regarding the 
advantages of European citizenship as outlined above.  
 
3. European citizenship in VET 
The first and most obvious 
feature agreed upon here 
was the need for effective 
language training in order for 
both students and trainers to 



 

widen their scope for acquiring and exchanging knowledge. In Spain there is a national 
programme promoted by the Ministry of Education for bilingual education but it does not 
include VET and in any case is so far not very effective. (The other national programme 
called Education for Citizenship did not cover VET and in any case has now been excluded 
from national curricula after a great deal of controversy because it contained too much 
moral, social and political bias.) 
The main point discussed in this respect was participation by students and trainers in 
European projects as a means of increasing awareness of being citizens in a wider 
community. 
 
4. Social media and communication tools 
The members of the focus group were presented with the results of the Dante Survey on the 
use of social media and communication tools as drivers of active European citizenship. There 
was agreement that the boom in Web 2.0 technologies is all-encompassing and therefore 
will have an impact not only on education and training but also on active European 
citizenship.  
Examples that were mentioned of ways in which new technologies are already affecting 
citizenship are the ability to deal online with local and other administrative bodies, public 
and private websites providing information, as well as blogs and online discussions. These 
also open up the possibility to form pressure groups such as change.org for online petitions, 
not to speak of the use of Twitter and messaging for the organisation of protests and 
demonstrations.  
As regards European citizenship within VET the suggestions made referred to the 
development of online courses possibly in conjunction with transnational partners, 
continued participation in European exchanges and mobility projects, and the integration of 
new technologies into the mainstream of teaching with approaches such as blended 
learning, accelerated learning and flipped learning, using not only learning platforms such as 
Moodle or Dokeos but also ‘closed-circuit’ networking tools like Edmodo and Todaysmeet. 
 
  
 
 
 
  


