
The Kickoff Meeting in Italy

The DANTE Leonardo da Vinci project was initiated by 8 partners from seven countries: Romania (2
partners), Greece, Italy, Lithuania, Spain, Slovenia and the Czech Republic. 

At  the  kick  off  meeting  held  in  Sicily,  Italy,  from  the  27th  to  the  29th  November  2013  the
consortium set out the internal procedure as part of the management and quality plan for the
DANTE project as well as establishing the dissemination strategy for the project. The second day
was allocated to the International Workshop – “I am a EU citizen and what’s in it for me?” The
discussion was a good opportunity for partners to become familiar with the terms connected to
European active citizenship. Ms. Urska Vezovnik sent all partners a training kit for active citizenship
which was used as a starting point for our work. Following the workshop the work continued with
a  presentation  of  quality  issues  and  a  presentation  on  Virtual  Learning  Environments  and
Communication Environments with the proposal to use Google apps and Google+ tools for the
Dante project. 
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The second DANTE partner meeting in Gijón, Spain

The second DANTE project meeting was hosted by LAWTON SCHOOL in Gijón, Spain, on the 20th,
21st and 22nd March 2014. The meeting started with an examination of our knowledge gained so
far. The project coordinator (Bistrita-Nasaud Chamber of Commerce) presented an overview of
practical issues related to the meeting, agenda, topics to be discussed and learner participation, in
addition to a review of the tasks carried out since the kick off meeting in Italy.

Reports on the results of the focus groups and how they can be integrated into the guidelines
manual were discussed. The focus was on the knowledge, skills, competences and attitudes for
active and participatory citizenship that a trainer or a teacher should know about in order to create
and design training for their trainees. The manual´s structure and the possible legal dimension or
European dimension were also taken into consideration.

The partnership worked on the use of the features and services of Google Drive and community
services on the Google+ platform on tablet, iPhone or PC and between the different browsers. 

The International Workshop “Best Practices in Community Citizenship“ was well attended. It was
supported  by  representatives  from  the  Gijón  City  Council´s  Department  for  European  and
International affairs and the Agency for Economic Promotion and Employment.  Issues discussed
included,  amongst  others,  the  use  of  new technology  to  improve  access  to  employment,  the
Citizens´ Smart Card facilitating municipal services in Gijón, how social media are used in Slovenia
to encourage direct citizen participation in local government and how new technologies allow the
citizens of the Moravskoslezsky region in the Czech Republic keep a check on the air pollution in
their immediate vicinity.
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The third meeting in Kefalonia in Greece

The third meeting took place in Kefalonia in Greece on the 8th,  9th and 10th July 2014. After a
presentation by the project coordinator of the project status to date, the partnership concentrated
on the contents of the first draft of the training the trainers guidebook on Social Media for active
and participatory citizenship. It was decided that an executive summary should be provided and,
furthermore, the summary should be translated into all partner languages. In addition, the manual
will include a categorized section on benefits to EU citizens as published by the EC.

The International  Seminar analyzed what Social  Media instruments were used for the citizens’
participation in the recent European Parliament elections.  The participants examined the use of
social media and ICT in VET adult education and the trends in the field of European Citizenship in
Education.

The fourth meeting in the Czech Republic.

The fourth meeting was held in the Czech Republic. The meeting was kindly hosted by the VSB
Technical University in Ostrava on the 13th, 14th and 15th November 2014.

The findings on the two webinars were evaluated. The first webinar was an experiment to get to
know the tools. It was evaluated by the participants as poor in content. They noted that topics
were not covered in sufficient details. The second webinar was more successful. It was considered
an interesting tool for delivery of a lecture to several people but difficult to use interactively. All
the respondents to the quality questionnaire stated that the second webinar was better organized
and overall of higher quality in comparison to the first webinar.

On Friday 14th of November participants were welcomed by the host, Danusa Bauerova from the
VSB  Technical  University  Ostrava,  to  the  International  workshop  on  “The  importance  of
Collaborative Learning ” with an emphasis on the use of Social Media for Collaborative Learning. 
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At the meeting we had the opportunity to display all the knowledge gained so far in the project
through  specific  examples  of  Social  Media  for  Collaborative  Learning  with  real  learners  and
trainers. Especially interesting and instructive was the presentation of training and collaboration
using the EDMODO learning environment. 

The fifth meeting in Slovenia.

The fifth project meeting was hosted by PINA based in Koper. For convenience the meeting took
place in Isola. It was attended by staff and learners from Romamia. Greece, Lithuania, the Chech
Republic, Italy and Spain.

Monica Muresan, the project coordinator made a presentation  of the major expected outcomes of
the meeting and its objectives as well as the activities that took place between the meetings in CZ
and Slovenia and presented the project status quo. Overall, the project is on the right track, with
some delays: Carlo’s e-handbook, a few national focus groups are missing and she recommended
the partners to be more active on FB and the web page. 

The  inclusion  in  the  handbook  of  some  guidelines  on  how  to  behave  on  Social  Media  was
proposed. Carlo presented the content of the e-handbook and laid out what each partner should
prepare for the handbook. The guidebook was completed by Sofia who created a Flash file; Social
Media Experience. It was suggested that instructions on how to use it should be included and an
introduction added about how it is structured and it will be part (the 1st chapter) of the handbook.

Each partner  presented the dissemination activities done so far.  Partners were asked to bring
samples of the dissemination material they had created for the project with them to the meeting
in Bucharest.

The sustainability of the Project was discussed; about how the project results can be used after the
end of the project.
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The partners attended d the International workshop: "Engaging citizens through e-participation: 
statistics, trends and best practices". After the workshop diplomas were awarded.

The final meeting in Romania.

After a warm welcome from the host, Catalin Amza, from CAMIS UPB/ University Polytechnic Ms.
Monica  Muresan  gave  an  overview  of  practical  issues  related  to  the  meeting,  topics  to  be
discussed and learner participation.

Each partner presented the dissemination activities done so far. It was concluded that the partners
undertook  a  lot  of  dissemination  activities  during  the  lifetime  of  the  project.  Alytus  College
presented the quality report.



The second day started with the International workshop/conference entitled “Social media – does
it really work?.  All partners attended.

In the afternoon the meeting continued with the process of drafting the final report of the project.
The partners started with the common part and the project manager explained the structure and
the necessary content. The Romanian National Agency was consulted whether all  the products
needed  to  be  inserted.  Only  the  important  products  need  to  be  presented.  Each  partner
contributed to the common part in terms of the product summary and other information for the
final report and for the EST database. 
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